
 

Abbey Gymnastics Photography Policy 

 
 
This policy outlines the acceptable use of photography and other recording devices with children within 
activities at Abbey Gymnastics C.I.C. While it is not the intention of the club or British Gymnastics to 
prevent parents, guardians or carers from taking pictures or recordings of their children, the use of 
photography and other media recording poses a potential risk to the safety of our members and 
therefore certain safeguards must be adhered to.  All members, coaches, parents, guardians and 
carers, club officials and volunteers must be proactive in preventing the inappropriate use of 
photography within the club. 
 
Parents, Guardians or Carers: 

• Will have the option to give their consent for photographs to be taken and used for club 
purposes when registering their child for membership to Abbey Gymnastics C.I.C. 

• Must not use photographic equipment including mobile phones which are not permitted to 
be used in the gym, changing and toilet areas during training sessions and classes unless 
agreed by prior arrangement with management. 

• When attending competitions and Abbey Gymnastics C.I.C. events, e.g. Annual Displays 
and In-house Competitions, held on the Club premises, you must conform to British 
Gymnastics procedures which will be clearly publicised and instructions announced at the 
start of the event. 

• At the events, you must not capture other children within the frame of view when taking 
photographs or videos. 

• Must not use simultaneous live streaming of images or videos of these events. 
• If using photographic/video equipment at these events, you must stop photographing if any 

other person complains or expresses concern at the activity. 
• Concerns regarding inappropriate photography should be reported immediately to the Head 

Coach in charge.  You may be asked to delete your photographs or videos. 
 
Coaches, Officials and Volunteers: 

• Abbey Gymnastics will ensure that parental permission will be gained prior to any 
publication of photographic images or videos; the club respects the right of the parent to 
withhold permission. 

• Photographs and video recordings of children may be used as a training aid for coaches by 
using the Club mobile or Club Ipad only. 

• Images will not be stored or removed for personal use. 
• Children under a court order will not be recorded or photographed without the relevant 

permission. 
• Any inappropriate images taken within the club will be reported immediately to the 

Designated Welfare Officer: Michele Cowan, British Gymnastics and/or the police if of an 
abusive or sexual nature. Inappropriate images include those that have been manipulated in 
a way that may cause embarrassment or distress. 

 
 
When publishing photographs of Gymnasts the Club will: - 

• Use discretion when choosing the shot to reduce the risk of it being used inappropriately. 
• If images are used for club or promotional purposes, they will not be presented in a way that 

easily identifies the child(ren) and should be appropriate in nature. 
• Apply an increased level of consideration to images which appear on the website as they 

are more susceptible to being manipulated. 
• In general avoid using the child’s full name or other personal details with the photograph. 
• Check with the gymnasts and their parents, guardians or carers that photographs and the 

details being released to the press are acceptable to them. 
 

 
 
 



External photographers 
The Club may invite external photographers such as press photographers or other professional 
photographers on to the premises to record the Clubs activities.  In this case the Club will ensure that: - 

• Photographers are briefed as to what is expected of them in terms of photographic content 
and behaviour. 

• The photographer will have identification, which will be worn at all times. 
• Inform parents and gymnasts that the photographer will be present. 
• Unsupervised access to the gymnasts, or one to one photo sessions either on or off the 

premises are not permitted. 
• Passwords allowing access to websites containing the images are only released to bona 

fide individuals. 
 
 


